Psychiatric Clinic University Hospital, Kuopio, Finland
We describe two cases of neurological motor disorders which were experienced as religious-mystical phenomena by elderly psychotic ladies. One of the patients interpreted a mild hemiparesis as a message from divine forces that changed her left to her right and vice versa. The other patient felt that her perphenazine-induced tardive dyskinesia was the voluntary reading of a silent mantra. Involvement of mystical or religious terms in the interpretation of physical symptoms may lead to the lack of adequate treatment and care. We suggest that a psychosis-related inability to monitor one's own motor behavior is the crucial factor leading to peculiar perception of motor disorders. © 1998 Academic Press
In recent years it has been emphasized that psychiatrists should promote a new relationship among psychiatry, religion, and spirituality that will benefit both mental health professionals and those who seek their assistance (Turner, Lukoff, Barnhouse, & Lu, 1995) . Traditionally, the relationship has been problematic for several reasons (Neeleman & Persaud, 1995) . Psychiatrists may tend to classify religious experiences as pathological phenomena or to suspect that religious conceptualizations prevent people from seeking adequate treatment. We describe two patients with psychosis and neurological motor disorder who experienced their motor disorders in religious contexts. A neurocognitive approach is taken to understand this phenomenon.
